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of the power of avenging conscience. It is not the
privilege of the actor to teach a lesson more potent for
good.

It was a singularly difficult role, for the emotional effects
were produced by unaided artistry. The story was drab
and unsympathetic, and the play was almost without
intrigue or cumulative incidents. Yet Dimmesdale's
suffering awakened echoes in every spectator's heart.

Of the more powerful passages, the one that will dwell
longest in the memory of those who witnessed this per-
formance, was that final picture of the young minister's
reparation. Into the midst of Hester's revilers and his
parishioners he came and dragged himself up on to the
pillory of her shame and his silence. Retributive justice
had eaten his vitality until it was the gaunt shadow of
their minister who swayed above the crowd. While the
last spark of life yet flickered, his wavering energy to the
uttermost was devoted to the final expiation. He tore
away the minister's band before his breast, disclosed what
appeared to be the miracle of the scarlet letter seared in
his own flesh and cried aloud his 'sin. As the crowd re-
coiled, he stood alone exalted. His eyes danced as if
dazzled with the light of a vision, the lips which had curled
in bitterness now curled in an ecstatic smile, his arms
reached up, his hands fluttered as if he were about to take
wing and a deep soft sigh breathed out his soul to heaven.

He acted Dimmesdale twenty-one times at Daly's, and
these were the only appearances he ever made on this
stage, though Mr. Daly had negotiated with him for a
contemplated annual season at his house, and further
tempted him with an offer to star him as Shylock at
Daly's Theatre in London, with Ada Rehan as Portia.
When he left this theatre "The Scarlet Letter" fell intod anew he transported the spectator with his expressionester Prynne.....Miss Beatrice Cameron. always
